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by Dr. Kerry Phelan (@KerryLPhel a

One of the necessary responsibilitieperks? 1 of my job is travelling to

He | | e@eastmdtiencountries and carrying out the regulapi@rson audits of

the hotels that we use for our school groups. And in May 2026, Thessaloniki was
my main port of call.

While | was chatting with one of the hotel stafter one such audihere she

askedme about my first 1 mpressiloguseedof G
enthusiastically about falling in love with Thessaloniki, and indeed the wider
Macedonia areaand sheeplied by perfectlyencapsulabhg her homecity as
beingdAthens lightt And that summed it up perfectlysmaller stylishand more
relaxedalternative to Athens, Thessaloniki is an urban genthimsein search of

a destination that combinascienthistory, art,spirituality,andgastronomy.

But letd start at the beginnin@onvincing my husband to accompany me on my
recon trip to norther Greece was easy enouglany excuse to escape from the
usual weather back homé! but what proved to be more challenging was
convincing him of the need ture a car andot only chauffeur me arour(do,

| 6m certai nl y drigetin Gbeecabuwtto actmadycamiealohgo
with meto one essential landmadéfteranother thistook far more nagging than

it ought to have done

For the Macedonian mission to begire Wad to be at the airport at an ungodly
hour since our Ryanair flight took off just after sunysethe plus side, of course,



that always leaves time dhe first dayto squeeze in some visitdnd so, m the

way from the airport to our hotel in Thessalonike stopped off at tiHOESIS

Science Centre & Technology Museun(approx.15-minsfrom the airportoy

car. The Technology Museum is divided into three main exhibits: Ancient Greek
Technology, Classic Cars, and thechnoparkFor me, of course, | most enjoyed
exploring the hall of Ancient Greek technology;displaying brilliant
reconstructions of thehydraulis Ar chi medes 6 Screw, t
MechanismCtesibiu® Wat er Cl| o c Kstrolabetochante just $omaeny 0 s
of the highlights

1\\\\\\\\1\\\\\\\\

It Gascompact exhibiand has somaformation cards in Englisfthough not
many,andso it would be worth taking the 36€our of the hall before visiting
with a nonGreek speaking group of studentd!ly husbangdhoweverwasmore
impressed by th€lassicCars on showAnd, surprisingly, | must admit thate
both actually enjoyed thphysics experiments the Technoparkthere were
many hanebn tests and examples forisitors to try for themselves, from
electricity to magnetism, mechanics, and even opidsle this exhibit isvery
generally aime®-15 year oldsit was clear to see from otheésitorsalso that it
was actually quite fufor students and adults alike



Moreover, NOESIS is home to an impressiyeience Centréoo, whichhas
numerous screening on offavith a mix of Greek and English language
presentationgas suchplanning in advance would be a musinfortunately, ve
di dndét hav e wachatheganasttonommeshotv at tHélanetarium

or a 3D movie in th€osmotheate (it was a feature on dinosauhat day, nor

to experiencene of the spectacles themotion Simulator i by this stage, we
were starting to feel the effects of that very early staut | would certainly
recommendust a brief visit like we did, or even a full détyerefor those with
younger childrenit certainly offers something a little differento do when
travellingto or from the airport.

After checling-in to our hotell and a brief power nap! we set off that evening

to explore some of nearby attractioRsst we headed towardghonos Square

this is a small but very vibrant market area which is now a popular stop for
foodies, given the abundance of traditional tavernas and cafés serving original
Greek dishes and trendier street food. In addition to the eateries, stalls selling fruit
and vegetables amixed in with cobblers andrtisan crafts and jewellers; it was

lovely to stretch our legs, and just meander through the narrow paved streets of
the market, taking in the bustle lmfthshoppers and hungry tourists. Less than a

few minutes awayAristotelous Squareis one of the most famous spots in
Thessaloniki;sitting on the waterfront, this grandiose space designed by

French architectErnest Hébrardin the early 20" century to mimic the
sophistication of traditional European architecture. Named, of course, in honour

of Aristotle’ who is honoured with a statue thérat one endhis centraSquare

is formally flanked by the Electra Palace Hotel and Olympion Cineand,the
otheroverlooksthe Thermaikos Gult he r emas ar nigtus dwigsi t or
shops, rest ammdan tast Gudah hgearaetat als@ oit Nt ©F
Vi ews, or justwaencjhaygs d mhee peanp!l ggubl i c



around. Ther e,iTwheatenjhoey egdu ya smetali ng on
us was the beisn tGhieeekiotfry@swvaf @&odg back

On our second day, | led my husband on a-pmoked walking tour of
Thessaloniki; | wanted to squeeze in a much as possible, since | had a full itinerary

to explore more further afield for the rest of the trip. Up first vias
Archaeological Museum of Thessalonikione of the largest museunrsthe

country andthe central museum of Northern Greece. itamense collection
coversthe history of Macedonia from Prehistory until Late Antiquityould
easilydedicatethis entire blog to all the thrilling pieces that we s@wit | fear

that Sarah might already want to enforce strict word limits to my future bjogs!)

but some of the more notable artefacts inclin@derveni Crater, an incredibly
sophisticated example of'4entury BC metalworking. It used as a depository
urn for the deceasedbombsarsltsgoidhuederivesn e of
from its physicalcomposition: bronze and a large quantity of tis. dtaborate
decorations constitute a hymn to Dionyansl themainsideof the vessel depicts

his wedding to Ariadne. Likewiseeeinghe carborsed remnants atheDerveni

Papyrus, foundon top of the covering slabs of one of the Tonax$yuallygave

me goosebumps. The main part of the text consists of a prose allegorical
philosophical interpretation of a theogonic poem, written in dactylic hexameters
and ascribed in antiquity to the mythical poet Orpheus (it was likely written by

the Athenian, Etnyphron a contemporary of Socrategho isknown from the

wor k of Pl ato); it &gsoftenreferredtadsthadidest a n ¢



Eur op e adn that bfiereakglimpse into ancient Greek philosophical and
religious thought.

The final example isGold Death Mask from the cemetery of Sinddsvhich
contained over a hundred and twenty graves); while men were buried with their
weapons and armour, this Mask belonged to a female graveafront510 BC,
andthussingled out the deceased as a very distinguished person.




From the Museum, &/walked to théM onument of Alexander the Greatand
Bucephalus. The dw dominates Thessaloniki's Nea Paralia, afmths been
(understandably) one of the city's most photographed sights since it was unveiled
in 1974. Less than-Bins away, and with considerably fewer tourists vying for
the most instagrammable pictustands theMonument of Philip 1l . A bigger

drawi shame on themil is certainly theWhite Tower, which islocated just
across theroad fro h i | i p.@uailt irstlie 4% aergury,the Tower became

a prison under the Ottomans, it is now a museumcamic landmark for visitors

to Thessaloniki.

Leaving the waterfrondnd heading back to the urban heart of Thessaloméi,

went next tahe Palace of Galerius Galerius chose Thessaloniki as the eastern
capital of his empire, and this required a massive building prapetuding the

Palace, Basilica, baths, Octagon, and Aspidal Halbugh the Palaceomplex

and the ApsidaHall were both closed on the Monday that we visited, much of

the remainsof the Palace complexcan be seen from perimeter fence. The
nearbyArch of Galerius is much better preserved than the Palace remaimas

built in honour of the victorious emperor when he returned to Thessaloniki
(around AD 306) after the wars against the Persiats.6 s now one of
remaining examples of Roman imperial relief art in Greece.



TheChurch of Agios Georgiosi know more widely aghe Rotunda - is located
close by to the ArchBuilt around AD 300, ivas originally part of the imperial
complex mostly likely as a temple dedicated either to the Cabedttthfnic
deities)or to Zeus. In its sixteen centuries of existence, it transformed from a
pagan monument to a Christian church, and thémaca mosquen spite of the
continuous changes in its use, the monument always kephasacteristic
circular shape.

Unfortunately for us (well md, suppose, amy husbad was happy enough to

have one less museum to visit!) thieiseum of Ancient Agorawas closed due

to ongoingrenovation works. And so we decided to explore the neBasylica

of Agios Dimitrios. Because of his status as patron saint of Thessaloniki, this
Basilica is perhaps thmost important early Christian monument in the city;
according to tradition, Agios Dimitrios was imprisoned at the Roman bath house
and martyred withaspearinAD3@hda s mal | church was bu



tomb. Centuries of renovations and rebukdasured the status of the Basilica
remainedimportant pilgrimage centre throughout the Byzantine Peramdl
Christian worship was still permitted in a small area of the building even when it
was converted to a mosque under the Turkish occupation.. Now, visitors can
descend the stairs that leads to the undergr@uyyk of the Basilica, part of the
original Roman baths. There is a sneadhibition dedicated to the worship of the
saint and the history of the churchon display. It mainly includes Byzantine
pottery, sculptures, coins, and inscriptions.

Our final stop was th€hurch of Agia Sophia , which served as the metropolitan
church of Thessaloniki throughout much of its histddgsed on itarchitecture

and decoration, the building was probably erected during the third quarter of the
8" centuryAD, and replaced an earlier church dedicated to Agios Markos which
was likely destroyed by the great earthquake of AD 618 and the fire that followed.
The presentlay Church bears the shape of a Greek cross with a dome on top;
the tower on the northwestern corner was a Turkish addition.

That evening, we walked #no Polit Thessal oni ki 6s Ocity
have something to eat. We stopped sihari,a charming part of the Ano Poli,

with a more traditionavibe. The few tavernas there quickly filled with tourists

and locals alike as we finished our meal and dragged our tired feet back to the
hotel.



Af t er complaeciomgoaadiudrnafter breakf as
husband and Museunvat ByzantineoCulture &/ithin its eleven
largegalleries all aspects of the Byzantine and pBgtzantine culturgewith most
artefactdrom Thessalonikitself. Moving from one room to another, the displays
transition from late antiquity to Byzantium (icons, murals, mosaics, early
Christian tombs, and artwork) and expound the consolidation of Christian culture,
funerary practice, worship, and everyday life.

One icon that really stood out was thast Judgement there was so much to
look at in the imagery but demons drifting the many sinners towards the mouth
of Hades was hard to tear your eyes away from.



Afterwards, we set off from Thessaloniki towaislla (approx. 56mins drive

by car), the capital of ancient Macedonia and the birthplabetbfPhilip Il and

his son Alexander the Gredile were keen for a coffee break, and opted to do
the Museum first rather than the site, and it worked ¢ be far better in this
order.The Archaeological Museum of Pellgapprox. a 2émins walk from the
site) hasa magnificent collectioon display; these are laid out in a number of
distinct sections, featuring finds from private homes, public buildings, religious
sites, tombs and the palace. Forinas with most other visitors, | imagiriethe
elaboratemosaics were the most remarkable of all.

The Dionysus Mosai¢ for example, was part of a pavement of thecalted
Dionysus House (32800 BC) and the details are exquisite. The scene has the
god seated on the back of a panther;
with lead wire, and white fired clay wased in the areas of his eyes and curls.
Moreover, he nearby Lion Hunt Mosaic depicts the moment when two
huntsmen, one on either side of the lion, are about to strike the amnirhaf s
multiple colours (black, grey, white, and red) render it immediately striking,
while capturing the movement of the liomoving forward but looking
backwardswith his front @w stepping over the foaif the man drawing back

his arm on the right.

t



One final piece worth noting has teetred-figure Attic hydria (used as an urn in
the cemetery of the agora at Pella) represtiateontest between Athenand
Poseidonfor thehonourof naming the city of Atheng\scribed to the workshop
of the Pronomos painter (lat&-garly 4" century BC), Nike is depicted as being

about to crown At hen a0 dightoihgibeltdhoveringe e, W
nearby.

To be honest, could have spent all day at the Museum but the next stop was a
visit the Archaeological site for Pella(for whichi t 6 s necessary t



separate tickeFY1). Overall, hestructure therenightbe a littleunderwhelming
to those who haviravelled extensively arourmtherancientsites t her e 6 s |
to see on thesurfaceat the site, and the overgrown pathways made it trickier to

navigate coherentlyandt her eds | i tt | e aactoallyaseeonl ogi c

the groundBut for me, as garticular admirer oAlexander the Great (and, as
my students would attest, an even biggegidrfior Philip 11!) the visit to the site
wasnon-negotiableAnd, | found it to be incredibly evocatiyeow, this may also
have been dyen part, to the fact that my negrumbling husbantadopted to
sit in the car with the air conditioningglasting (the late afternoon sun was
relentless and the site has little shadayl that | actually had the spieetty much

to myself Visiting the Museuntirst certainly provigscontext forthesubsequent
site visit and would help visitors get a sense of its significance.

The site comprises of thagora, thampressiveDionysus House (the largest
house in Pella) with its standing colummsher residencesSanctuaryof the
Mother of the Gods and Aphrodite, public archivesdb at h's , and
qguarters.The agoras particularly interestingit was built in the last quarter of
the 4" century BCi covering approximately 7 hectarem 18 acre$ but was
likely destroyed in mearthquake in the’century BC, yet a wealth of finds from
this specific area attest to its size andltiple uses in terms of manufacturing,
administration, and commerce

But the main highlightmustbe theHelen House(325-300 BC); named for the
in-situ mosaic depicting her abduction by Theseus, and another representing the

p G



Amazonomachy Both the sunshine and the roofed structures under which the
mosaics are preserved made it more difficult to see the details of the piebbles
unlike the museum where the lighting was much béttaut it was certainly a
treatto view them in the context of the House itself.

. memcemect it |

The Palace of Pellalapprox. a 2émins walk from theMuseun) only opens at
weekend$ | ¢ o u |l dibse leonlycgot to@akk through the fence atit. There
was further disappointment in that, &e drove into the centre of the modern
town at Pella, thervas nothing open (no shops or restaurants, not even a stall
selling the usual touristic tat)We did seesome local roadworks in the aribat
might have been disruptive for visitdosit, given how quiet both the museum
and the site actually were that d#ye eeriness of the townight have been due

to lack of botfall. Still, it was worth passing through just to get a snaphef
(yes, another!)Alexander and Bucephalusstatueon the main square.




Day 4 was a busy one. Our first stop was Amphipolis (just @2emins drive

from ThessaloniKito visit both the site and Museum, and indeed the faign@ad

Lion statueon the west bank of the Strymon rivéhe stunningArchaeological
Museum of Amphipolisis home to a range of artifacts from the Athenian colony

of Amphipolis and its surrounding area, essentially transitioning through the
citydés Classical, Hel | eni &tcéentwry ADRo man
periods. Details about the archaeological finds are wedicumented on the
Museum walls and supported by frequent references to ancient literature; for
example, information on the evidence of the wooden bridge that connected the
city with its harboui and the irorcasedvooden piles of which it was madaes
pleasantly corroborated by a quote frdimucydide$ account of the Battle of
Amphipolis (422 BC)

| was delighted to finally see tl&phinx of Kastas which was first unearthed in
2014;archaeologists found the intact head of one of the two sphinxes who guard
the entrance of thi€asta Tomb (which dates to thiast quarter of the 4th century

BC). The marble head, slightly damaged on the nose, wears a polos and fine band
on her head, while her curls falling on her left shoulder. Traces of a reddish colour
stil |l remain on the Sphinxodés head.



Across the road from the Museum, we explored the extensivgsitentlyfree
tovistywher e excavations have uncovered c
monumental wallsgymnasium sanctuarieanda number ofrivate buildings;

the most impressive is the late Hellenistic dwelling with frescoes.

The Lion of Amphipolis, a 4" century BC monument set up in honour of the
admiral Laomedon from Lesbos (an important companion of Alexander the
Great). Originally, the structure was made of limestmesat atop a square base
surrounded by a colonnade of Doric semalumns; the anatomical details, such

the veins on the Lionds body, are astc
of some of its parts in 191P913- with more found in the 1930sgive further

weight toits symbolism and legendary status.



Next upwasPhilippi (another 66mins drive away), a UNESCO World Heritage
site. The site itself was probably one of the busier spots that we visited on this
trip, but It wasnot heaving with tou
Peloponnesd he large site is characterised by three distayars of Hellenistic,
Roman and Christian (Byzantine) occupati@niginally, just a colony founded

360 BC, Philip Il conquered the city and named it after himself; he ultimately
added a wall around the city and built an acrop@ise of the few elements still
visi bl e fr om Prheattei fhedfisst strueturg after ensering thee
site via the main gateand which still dominates the area just below the acropolis.
Originally built in the &' century BC, most of what stands today is the result of
Roman renovationg@nd the restored theatre is still used for the annual Philippi
Festival that usually takes place in Jd@gptember) Augustus refounded
Philippi as a Roman colonyndhe reshaped the Greek city with new pabli
buildings,Forum, bath houses, temples, and even public toiléis.remnants of

the existingForum were built during the reign of Marcus Aurelius (AD 161
187), and visitors can walk around its huge open square surrounded by columns.



But most of the people exploring the sitere taking pictures of one spiot
particularithethe ApostleP a u | 6 s . $t.APaulisitedthé city imroundAD

49 and hebaptized the first Europeans here and founded the first European
Christian church in PhilippT he O0Pri soné i sndét actual
underground reservoir but t he story
imprisonment at Philippi ensured that this spot became a place of worship and

was decorated with frescoes.

ATOZTOAOY MAYAQY

| PRISON
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Without much shade on the site, | left my wilting husband atalf&, beside the
main entrance, with a lovely outdoor seating area (and a cooling misting fan)
while | walkedto theneat littleArchaeological Museum of Philippi situated at

the edge of the sitdhe ground floor exhibits most of the historical and visual
material (inscriptions, sculptures, vases, cosnsd jewellery) of the city of
Philippi and its region from the prehistoric period until the end of Roman
antiquity. On t h e u pthere ris afpfesemtation of the Christian city
(inscriptions, architecturgdieces andmosaics) from the Early Christian perjod



t hr ough dedlire inctheZthycénsury AD, andup until its complete
abandonment after the Turkish conquest of thelldifeentury The collection is
not very large, but there are some splendid pieces:

An unusual piece was the head of a priestess, connected@oddess of Luck

of the City of Philippi (older studies claim this head belongs to the personified
Goddess of Luck herself), with the crown representing the walls of the ancient
city. It dates to period of years of Philippi being under the rule of the emperor
Hadrian (AD 117-138) Another one that stuck with me was tB&ancing
Maenad from the portico of the stage building of the Roman Theatfeéhtury

AD). She belongs to the followers of Dionysus; she is shown dafenegishly

with her hair loose about her shoulders, both her peplos ardola&rtrail after

her, and she carries a severed head in her hands.

The archaeological site dfigai, its Tombs, andPalace isituated inthe centre

of modernVergina(approximately 5émins drive from ThessalonikiF i r st |, we
headed to Mheeumnofwnele Rdhyalh Tombsoca
t he Oowmy bucket I ist for a very 1|l ong
Philip Il I 6s t omb. The tomb ahdeltfhew
subt erMusreavaars punl the darleygtitHPo Ppy)Erser v
themilianeath the reconstructed Great 7



l nside the del i be,waweeldyz zd a&rdk dryie it shiced ewrei
the royalgott@dammat er i al evidence i1 s usu
of finds amusnedbsuh eGreee kkehaes r a oa o wmratr yo f
bl i ng at. The goll glsamead trammultiple display cases; examples like
golden myrtle wreath of Philip |1 06s wi
couch of the antechamber, and the shimmering larnax (adorned with the star of
Vergina) that contained the bon&sthe young royal wife, the Thracian princess

Meda. | could list so many more pieces bGtst s af e t osterdatiops t h a't
displayinPhi Il i p I 1 6s tomb is nothing short



Philipbs suit of armour was also trir
embossed head of Athena, while golden lion heads button up the cuirass and stand
as royal symbols. His shield, again embossed with lions and numerous Nikes on
theinterior, is exceptionally impressive on the exterior side: it was coated with
gilded stucco in such a way that it seemed to be made of gold from top to bottom;

at the centre, a gold and ivory representation of a Greek warrior vanquishing an
Amazon likely depicts the tragi clash of Achilles and Penthesile@hese
stunningtreasures, alongside the finely crafted silver and bronze vestwds,
weaponry and jewellery, vividly illustrate the opulence and craftsmanship of the
ancient Macedonians.




After stopping for in the town for a refreshing pomegranate juicguess that
means | 61 | b e btleer rightXi ave cortimuedtwallengip the s 1 t
hill towards the Palaceyisited the Theatre that wa s site of P h
assassinatiom 336 BC. The Theatre of Aigai, one of the largest theatres of the
Classical period, was abandoned in the-8nd century BC

While the ticket for Polycent Museum of Aigaiofficially includes the Central
Museum Building, the Royal Tomb#)e Theatre,and the Palace of Aigai, we
were surprised to find thatintetestegl insol i
checking tickets; | expect that tmsll change in the near future, as new stations
and facilities have been recently builose toboth the Palace and the Theatre
sites(andwith a café/shop set to open beside the Theatre). Like at Pella, we were
the only ones visiting that afternoon and, as such, we could enjoy the whole site
to aurseles

ThePalace of Aigaiis simplystunningBui 't as part of Phil
programme, his basileionstands as the largest building of classical Gréece
housing banqueting halls, a sanctuary to Heracles Patroos, a library/archive, and
a palaestra but it was destroyed in the middle of th¥ @entury BC, after the

Roman abolition of the kingdom. With ten columns on south and eleven on the
north, the two stoas on the fagade of Badacewere the first fully developed

two-st orey stoas in Greek architecture.
colonnades had been restored with a combination of original and replicated
blocks, and some of the intricate mosaic floors also survived. Thenasvalso
wonderful; a vast portion of the Macedonian plain was visible from atop the hill.



For me, the Palacgas my favourite visit of the entiretrjpP hi | i p6s Tomb
close second ¢é).

Lastly, w€ewmitsableButheding of the, Poly
which is |l ocated @QqapphpookiSSmamselodt avé &
along thel mauqgumataedd Iinh®eldembem ORI,
and contemporary Vvibe both emenhenmseof
in its display of artefacts. Unlike 1t}
Royal To@baetr dalhedfufidrdd ngn efxiplanesdi vep a
dedicated to the broader awyclhde@iega@i C:
di splay dedicated tioi nt hpearQuieceunlsaro ft hMa
goods and bridal veil of the o6Lady of
t he begi n'rftiemg udrdye tBeCee $peci ally dazzlin
truly a sensory overl oad.




I f all of that wasnodot enough, Mieadeci d
(@ppr oxi mMdaniedsy dr i ve ;fspedficallyVteeScghooh of)
Aristotle, the idyllic, parklike areal surrounded by lush vegetation dtaving

springsi where the young Alexander was tutored by Aristotle. \§@me help

from Plutarch Kife of Alexander 7.4) to set the scene, | got goosebumps
visualisingAlexander and his companions&lking on the grassy terrade take

their seats on thetone benches carved along its sides.

The site, also known @se Nymphaeum,is also home to numerossallcaves,
thereby making it an ideal place of worship for the Nymphiginally used as a
stone quarry in the™century BC,it seems clear that the site had become a
sanctuary dedicated to the Nymphs in ldter decades, with the addition of a
portico and monumental gabled entrances to the caves.

While in this area] coul dnot pass onheTheatre dd pport
Mieza. Archaeological research has produced three distinct phases in its
construction, and the earliest dates from the late Classical/early Hellenistic
period. After the middle of the"®century BC, a newheatre with a stone stage

was built, but it was likely smaller than the Hellenistic one; this version had
partially collapsed after an earthquake by tffec2ntury AD, but repairs were

made to the stage and supporting walls added to the bedrock, keeping the Theatre

in use until at least the™century AD.The T h e a t cureerdt Sateremains
Impressivebecaus¢he extensive restoration project that was completed in 2014.



Lastly, we visited the twheykadia Tombsin the area, both dated to the early
Hellenistic period;the secalled Tomb of Judgment and the Tomb of
Anthemia. Ranking amongst the largest Macedonian tombs yet to be discovered,
the former takes its name from the spectacular fresco on its facade, a scene that
depicts a Macedonian soldier being escorted by Hermes Psychopompus to face
Aeacus and Rhadamanthusptof the three judges of the Underwarlthe sole
depiction of this subject that we know of in ancient art, it refers to the scene in
P | a tGorgias where Zeus describes appointing his three somdinos is
missing from this depiction.




Normally, only theTomb of Judgmentis open for visitors but the guardian at

the site very kindly offered to take us the short walk away to the |ooduendh of
Anthemia. Also known as the dmb of Palmettest wasnamed for the flower

that features prominently in its artistic desidinwas built, like the Tomb of
Judgement along the ancient road that connected Mieza with Pella. On the
pedi mempanbrsthere is a painting representing a mature couple on a
banqueting couch, and equally striking is the fresco on the ceiling of the
antechamber with floral branches and water flowers.

'.“
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After an early morning hotel audit on Day 6, we drov®ion (approximately a
60-mins drive from ThessalonikipDne of the features thatakes Dion stand out

most from other archaeological sites ispteximity to Mount Olympusnd the
natural beautyf the grounds in which the ancient remains stéany people

visit Dion as much for the flora and fauna there (maybe not the mosquitoes
though) as for the archaeology. For me, it was a necessary inclusion on our trip
because Dion was home to the temple of Zeus where Alexander the Great made
a sacrifice before departing for ias

Lots of school groups here when we arrived but the vast size of the
Archaeological Park (spanning a total of 150 hectares, or 1,500 acresnt

that i1t didnodot f e ®ibnisossngteworthyforits thang d c r «
Hellenistic and Roman sanctuarigbe Sanctuary of Demeter (the earliest
Macedonian sanctuary known to date, from the [&tesitury BC)Sanctuary of

Isis (which is almost submerged in water as the site frequently flpolis)
Sanctuary of Asclepius, and the-aliportant Sanctuary of Zeus.



The Hellenistic Theatre is located to the west of theest of the temple of
Demeter. It was built on the slope of a natural hill, and most likely dates to the
reign of Philip V (221179 BC);nowonly the hollowof the original construction

Is preserved Research suggests that the Theatre was probably abandoned
sometime after 168 BC after the structure started to degrade. Modern wooden seat
were recently installed wooden for approximately 4.000 spectators and, every
summer, the the Olympus Festival idcheere The Roman Theatreis located

near to its Hellenistic counterpart, and dates from theehturyAD; i t 6 s s ma |
and was built on flat land, but now only a few of the estimated twienty

benches are currently preserved.

One of the most significant structuiaeghe Parks theVilla of Dionysus. It was

built around AD 200, behind a row of shops and workshops and next to a bath
complex. The Villa has a courtyard with @nic peristyle and a well that led to
thetablinum The most impressive room in the building is the squared banqueting
hall, the floor of which was adorned with a multicoloured mosdajaicting the

god Dionysus and thereby lending his name to structure.

A short distance away, in the town of Dion itself, isAnehaeological Museum

ofDion(f or whi ch i1 t6és necess wthgtofthePagkur ¢ h a
One of the two Museum building was purposely built to house the massive mosaic

of the Triumph of Dionysius which was only discovered in 1987 and fully
restored in 2015The mosaic depicts the god Dionysus in a commanding pose,
riding in a chariot pulled by sea pantheabpve andelow this scendheatrical
masks are on display i n honThaeicontrasfts t he



between the colours in both the waves and in the mythical creatures is especially
beautiful to see in person

The second Museum buildingontainsa lovely collection of the material
evidencdound at Dion ané fewother sites around Mount Olympu3ne of the

most striking artefacts wathe Hydraulis of Dion, discovered in 1992 by
archaeologists working on the inside of ¥ @entury AD building that they
believed to be a metal/stone workshop. The rows of bronze pipes and plaques
assured them that they had uncovered a musical instrument knowgchaais

but one which was constructed in th&ckntury BC. It stands as the first such
instrument discovered in Greece, and the oldest example ever discovered. A
forerunner of tramarkablysimilaraohtherecongteuctionthat t 6 s
we sawon display in theNOESIS Science Centre & Technology Museum



When driving to Dion and indeed walking around the Archaeological Park, the
connectiorMount Olympus was ever presenf\fter the Museum, we opted for

a closer look. Olympuss the highest mountain in Greece at 2,918 metres (9,573
feet) and its locatioin so close to the Aegean Segives it a unique climate that

often leaves the peak shrouded in clouds and frequented by storms. On our drive
along the winding roads up towarthe Holy Cave of Agios Dionysios we
experienced this firsthand. Just as we set of on foot to find the Holy(®@heee

the saint lived as a hermit ever since his arrival at the mountain in, 17542
mockedour lack of preparation with relentless downpduison had been lovely

and sunny, and so coats and theiraportantumbrella had be relegated to the

car boofi mere minutes into our little hike to find tR&ve The trees and foliage

on either side of the dirt path that we were following did nothing to shelter us
from his divine derision andl 6 m s o rirwg hat @ absragn our mission

and retreat back to the car. We had a little more luck with the n€dddaxgios

Dionysios Monastery and managetb take a brief walk around treeumbling
siteofhe or i gaematl urlyd tifkder tuiic lsuiscen was destr
t he German troops i n 1943, Built at ar



