
CONTENTIOUS ISSUES FOR CLASS DISCUSSION 
 
Why Do So Many Museums Hold a Convicted Antiquity Dealer’s Treasures? 
After The Met returned a Roman bust connected to Phoenix Ancient Art, the 
question of what will happen to other works sold by the gallery to dozens of US 
institutions remains open. 
 
Greece rejects Parthenon marbles loan request from Frankfurt due to British 
Museum involvement, reports say 
The British Museum has agreed to loan two marble fragments to the Liebieghaus 
exhibition, which recreates the east pediment of the temple for the first time 
 
Christopher Nolan Film Savaged by Ultimate ‘Odyssey’ Expert Emily Wilson  
 
Emily Wilson 
a - Emily Wilson Helped Inspire Nolan’s ‘Odyssey.’ Her Verdict on the Film Is Brutal 
– The Pappas Post 
b - A Trojan Horse Is Supposed to Have Humans Inside It - The Atlantic  
 
How civilisations fall, according to Gibbon Dr. Paul Cartledge 
Two hundred and fifty years after the first volume of the Decline and Fall, Edward 
Gibbon's diagnosis of why Rome collapsed is a warning to our own age. 
 
Jesus vs. Odysseus: The debate about ‘The Odyssey’ that’s been overlooked 
 
Loneliness Before the Digital Age: How Ancient Rome Invented the Architecture of 
Alienation 
 
Troy, the Odyssey, and Fear of Overpopulation  
Eurylochus, “All forms of death are hateful to wretched mortals, but to die of 
hunger, and so meet one’s doom, is the most pitiful.” 
 
Worries that social media is making children lose touch with reality echo ancient 
Greeks’ fears about theatre 
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